
SHRI HARISH NAIK (POSTHUMOUS)

 Shri Harish Naik was  a distinguished author of Gujarati children's literature, and a 
captivating story-teller. 
2 Born on 28  October, 1926 in a modest family in Surat, Gujarat, Shri Naik did his th

matriculation in 1943 and started writing after that. He never stopped and fondly kept on 
writing for children even in the last days of his life.
3. Shri Naik has written more than 2000 stories in over 500 books. His works include 
stories across a wide range of genres like animals, action & adventure, war, music & 
drama, religion & mythology, science & space, biography, comedy, radio dramas, Bhavai, 
children songs & lullabies, fairytales, and adaptations of international literature. He wrote 
in children's magazines like Zagmag (where his stories still appear), Bal Sandesh and 
Ramakdu. There, he created many memorable fictional characters and also wrote about 
real life heroes and soldiers. He started his own publication and published a monthly 
named "Nayak" in 1980. He published books in large font without "Jodakshar" 
(conjunctions) for children learning to read and for adult education (Proudh Shikshan). 
The books were sold for the modest price of one rupee. His adaptations like those of the 
stories of Hercules and the science fiction classics of Jules Verne made such literature 
accessible to Gujarati readers. His works have been translated into Marathi, Hindi, Sindhi 
and other languages.
4.  Shri Naik was also a prolific storyteller. During World Children's Year in 1979, he 
told stories to more than 5 lakh children in 400 Municipal Schools of Ahmedabad and 100 
private schools. He volunteered as a storyteller at cancer wards for children, at wards for 
mentally and physically challenged children, in orphanages and in slums. He wanted to 
bring enjoyment, to encourage and uplift all children.
5. Shri Naik was conferred the Gujarat Sahitya Parishad Best Book award for his 
books 6 times, by the Gujarat Government from 1960 to 1981 and thereafter by the 
Sahitya Akademi. He was conferred the Long Endurance Award for Children writing for 40 
years and storytelling for 25 years by National Conference on Children Education in 1985, 
felicitated by Akhil Bhartiya Bal Kumar Sabha (Marathi, Pune) in 1989, awarded the 
Gijubhai Badheka Award by Gujarat Sahitya Akademi in 1990, the NCERT Prize for Prerak 
Rashtra Kathao in 1993, National Center for Education Research award in 1997 and 
Marathi Balkumar Sahitya Sabha Sanman in 1998. He received Rashtrapati Sammaan in 
2007 from then President APJ Abdul Kalam, Narmad Sahitya Sabha Freniben Award in 
2008, Gujarat Sahitya Akademi Award for Children's Literature in 2016 and Sahitya 
Akademi Bal Sahitya Puruskar in 2017.
6. Shri Naik   passed away on 24   October, 2023.th
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Jh gjh'k uk d ¼ej.kksijkar½  ;  

 ;Jh gjh'k uk d xqtjkrh cky lkfgR; ds ,d çfrf"Br ys[kd vkSj ,d fnypLi dFkkokpd FksA

2  28 vDVwcj] 1926 dks lwjr] xqtjkr ds ,d lkèkkj.k ifjokj esa tUes Jh ukbd us 1943 esa eSfVªd dh vkSj 
mlds ckn ys[ku dk;Z 'kq: dj fn;kA og dHkh ugÈ #ds vkSj vius thou ds vafre fnuksa esa Hkh mRlkgiwoZd cPpksa 
ds fy, fy[krs jgsA

3-  Jh uk d us 500 ls vfèkd iqLrdksa esa 2000 ls vfèkd dgkfu;k¡ fy[kh gSaA mudh ys[ku dk;Z esa tarqvksa] ;
,D'ku vkSj jksekap] ;q)] laxhr tSls fofHkUu fo"k;ksa ij dgkfu;ka vkSj ukVd] èkeZ vkSj ikSjkf.kd dFkk,a] foKku vkSj 
varfj{k] thouh] d‚esMh] jsfM;ks ukVd] HkoÃ] cPpksa ds xkus vkSj yksjh] ijhdFkk,a vkSj varjjk"Vªh; lkfgR; dk 
:ikarj.k 'kkfey gSaA mUgksaus t+xex ¼tgk¡ mudh dgkfu;k¡ vHkh Hkh Nirh gSa½] cky lUns'k vkSj jkekdMq tSlh cky 
if=dkvksa esa fy[kkA buesa mUgksaus dÃ Lej.kh; dkYifud ik= cuk, vkSj okLrfod thou ds uk;dksa vkSj lSfudksa 
ds ckjs esa Hkh fy[kkA mUgksaus viuk Lo;a dk çdk'ku 'kq: fd;k vkSj 1980 esa ÞukbdÞ uke ls ,d ekfld if=dk 
çdkf'kr dhA mUgksaus i<+uk lh[kus okys cPpksa vkSj çkS<+ f'k{k.k ds fy, ÞtksMk{kjÞ ¼la;qäk{kj½ ds fcuk cM+s Q+‚UV esa 
iqLrdsa çdkf'kr dhA iqLrdsa ,d #i;s dh ekewyh dher ij csph xb±A gjD;wfyl dh dgkfu;ksa vkSj twYl ousZ dh 
Dykfld foKku dFkk,a tSls muds :ikarj.kksa dks xqtjkrh ikBdksa ds fy, lqyHk cuk fn;kA mudh jpukvksa dk 
ejkBh] Çgnh] Çlèkh vkSj vU; Hkk"kkvksa esa vuqokn fd;k x;k gSA

4-  Jh uk d ç[kj dFkkokpd Hkh FksA 1979 esa foÜo cky o"kZ ds nkSjku] mUgksaus vgenkckn ds 400 uxj fuxe ;
Ldwyksa vkSj 100 futh Ldwyksa esa 5 yk[k ls vfèkd cPpksa dks dgkfu;k¡ lqukb±A mUgksaus cPpksa ds dSalj okMks±] ekufld 
vkSj 'kkjhfjd :i ls fodykax cPpksa ds okMks±] vukFkky;ksa vkSj efyu cfLr;ksa esa ,d dgkuhdkj ds :i esa LosPNk ls 
dke fd;kA og lHkh cPpksa dks vkuafnr] çksRlkfgr djuk vkSj mudk mRFkku djuk pkgrs FksA

5-  Jh uk d dks mudh iqLrdksa ds fy, 1960 ls 1981 rd xqtjkr ljdkj }kjk 6 ckj xqtjkr lkfgR; ;
ifj"kn loZJs"B iqLrd iqjLdkj vkSj mlds ckn lkfgR; vdkneh }kjk lEekfur fd;k x;kA mUgsa 40 o"kks± rd 
cPpksa ds ys[ku vkSj 25 o"kks± rd dFkk okpu ds fy, 1985 esa us'kuy d‚UÝsal v‚u fpYMªu ,tqds'ku }kjk y‚Ux 
,aMîksjsal vokMZ ls lEekfur fd;k x;k] 1989 esa vf[ky Hkkjrh; cky dqekj lHkk ¼ejkBh] iq.ks½ }kjk lEekfur 
fd;k x;k] 1990 esa xqtjkr lkfgR; vdkneh}kjk fxtqHkkÃ cèksdk iqjLdkj] 1993 esa çsjd jk"Vª dFkkvks ds fy, 
,ulhÃvkjVh iqjLdkj] 1997 esa jk"Vªh; f'k{kk vuqlaèkku dsaæ iqjLdkj vkSj 1998 esa ejkBh ckydqekj lkfgR; lHkk 
lEeku çnku fd;k x;kA mUgsa 2007 esa rRdkyhu jk"Vªifr ,ihts vCnqy dyke ls jk"Vªifr lEeku] 2008 esa ueZn 
lkfgR; lHkk Ýsfucsu iqjLdkj] 2016 esa cky lkfgR; ds fy, xqtjkr lkfgR; vdkneh iqjLdkj vkSj 2017 esa 
lkfgR; vdkneh cky lkfgR; iqjLdkj çkIr gqvkA

6-  Jh uk d dk 24 vDVwcj] 2023 dks fuèku gks x;kA ;

in~e Jh
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